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Historian Paul DeVillo, who has written about New York City folklore, poses in front of Woodlawn gravesite
of Olive Thomas Pickford (inset left), who is said to haunt New Amsterdam Theatre. Photo by Alfred Giancarli

BYKATY BOLGER
SPECIALTOTHE NEWS

IFYOU’RETHINKINGaboutbeingaghost in
the Bronx for Halloween, look out: you have
company.

The borough is reportedly teeming with
hauntsandspirits.

Whether you believe in ghosts (half of us
do), or just want to put on a costume, a ghost
story is agoodway tokeep thepast alive.

“Ghosts stories are part of what makes a
place special and are a way of communicating
its past history, before historical markers and
such” said Bronx historian Stephen Paul DeVil-
lo.

Spirits can come as a sound, or a smell, or
just acold tingle running upyourneck.

Bronx native Julian Garcia, 19, lost his best
friend and most frequent companion when his
grandfather died 10 years ago. Not long after,
Garciawokeupinhis GunHillRoadhomeand
sayshesawhisgrandfather.

“There he is, sitting in the chair, looking at
me,” Garcia remembered. “I was like, ‘Oh,
what?’ ”

“I always slept with my coat over my head,
and I jumped back under the coat and I didn’t
want to get up,” he said. “But when I looked
again,hewasgone.”

Many have had the experience of seeing a re-
cently passed loved one, said Dr. Monica Creel-
man,aclinicalpsychologist inManhattan.

“It’s a literal double take,” she explained.
“It’s like a momentary forgetting that they’re
dead and at the same time remembering that
they are. Just for a split second, you forget they
aregone.

“Believing in ghosts might be a great com-
fort,” said Creelman. “It is similar in a sense to
psychological therapy. There is a desire by the
patient to be helped, a level of belief and an ex-
pectation toget relief.”

Sodoghostsexist, doctor?
“Yourbelief exists,” she said.
And thatmaybegoodenough.
Native Americans figure into many ghost

stories across the Bronx. Hikers along the Si-
woney Trail in Pelham Bay Park have reported
hearing running feet butnorunner.Legendhas
it the footfalls are those of an Indian girl, run-
ningdowntheSplitRockRoad in1776 towarn
American colonists of the masts of the British
ships shehad seencomingupfromManhattan.

Her warning allowed General George
Washington to escape from New York; with-
out her, the war might have been won that day
by theBritish, according to the legend.

“I think of ghosts as strictly folklore,” said
DeVillo, who found “great fun” in researching
paranormal phenomena for his unpublished
book, “Haunted Apple: Ghosts, Haunts and
Reverents from the Five Boroughs of New
York.”

DeVillo looks for the storybehind the story.
A group of ragged “Our Gang”-type young

ghosts spotted in the Crotona Park neighbor-
hoodcomeswith the storyof10children lost in
aburningbuildingcollapse.

DeVillo tracked down the origin of the De-
pression era story. There had, indeed, been a fa-
tal fire in 1937 on Grote St. of the ghost gang,
butonechild—not10—hadbeenkilled.

“The stories are mangled and twisted
through time but they keep that story from the
pasthandeddown,”DeVillonoted.

One place you might expect to easily find a
ghost would be Woodlawn Cemetery. But both
head of security Paul May and historian Susan
Olsen are quite adamant that there are no
ghostsatWoodlawn.

But in a twist, one of the most famous ghosts
inManhattan isburied there.

Olive Thomas Pickford, a Ziegfeld girl and
star of early motion pictures, and once named
the most beautiful girl in New York, reportedly
is sighted frequently at Broadway’s New Am-
sterdam Theater, but never at Woodlawn,
whereshe liespeaceful in repose.
nStephen Paul DeVillo will give a free talk

on some of the stranger ghost stories of Big
Apple folklore on Halloween at 1 p.m. at the
Huntington Free Library, 9 Westchester
Square, by the No. 6 train’s Westchester
Squarestation.

For information, call (718)829-7770.

GHOST OF A CHANCE
AT SEEING ’EM HERE

YourBorough

BRONX A Bronx tax prepar-
er pleaded guilty last week
to preparing and filing false
income tax returns.

U.S. Attorney Preet
Bharara said Rosa Rivera,
who operated RNR Tax
Service, faces up to three
years in prison and a
$250,000 fine on each of
two counts when sentenced
Jan. 22.

BRONXAstor Services for
Children & Families re-
ceived the first Stefan de
Schill Award last week
from the American Mental
Health Foundation at a
ceremony hosted by the
Edwin Gould Foundation.

Astor Services serves
over 6,000 children and
families annually in the
Bronx and Mid-Hudson
Valley, through a range of
programs that prevent and
treat emotional problems
and facilitate healthy
development.

DOBBS FERRYGary Brown
has been elected chairman
of Mercy College’s board of
trustees, school officials
announced yesterday.

Brown is president and
CEO of CIBC World Markets
Corp., the U.S. broker-deal-
er of Canadian Imperial
Bank of Commerce.

The private, nonprofit
college, founded in 1950,
has branches in the Bronx,
Manhattan, Yorktown
Heights and White Plains.

BRONX Famed jazz compos-
er Arturo O’Farrill and the
Afro Latin Jazz Orchestra
will perform at a special
concert benefiting The
Bronx Museum of the Arts
on Nov. 5.

The 8 p.m. event at the
Peter Norton Symphony
Space at the Peter Jay
Sharp Theater, 2537 Broad-
way at 95th Street, will
feature the world premiere
performance of “Wise
Latina Woman,” a piece
penned by O’Farrill to
honor Bronx-born Supreme
Court Justice Sonia Soto-
mayor.

See
www.bronxmuseum.org/be
nefit09.html.
 Bureau staff

COMING UP: The Best of the Bronx
In your free Bronx Boro News in Tuesday’s Daily News

AT A GLANCE

SEND US YOUR NEWS TIPS
Bronx Bureau (718) 822-1174 

bronxboronews@NYDailyNews.com

Brooklyn (718) 875-4455
brooklynnews@NYDailyNews.com

Queens (718) 793-3328
queensnews@NYDailyNews.com
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LOOKING LIKE CHAMPS
CLEVELAND CAVALIERS
Last season: 66-16; lost to Magic in conference fi nals.
The outlook: Scary times for Cavs fans, who don’t 
know what LeBron James will do next summer. 
On the spot: This could be the last hurrah for Sha-
quille O’Neal, who would add to his legacy if he can 
help James deliver an NBA title to Cleveland.
Prediction: No title, but there’s joy in Ohio when 
James re-signs with the Cavs for three years. 
BOSTON CELTICS
Last season: 62-20; lost to the Magic in the second 
round.
The outlook: Great again, provided Kevin Garnett 
bounces back from knee surgery and returns to 2008 
form.
On the spot: Rasheed Wallace comes in from Detroit 
to assume his fi rst bench role and provide insurance in 
case Garnett struggles.
Prediction: Banner No. 18 will have to wait.
ORLANDO MAGIC
Last season: 59-23; lost to the Lakers in the Finals.
The outlook: They’re a force and Dwight Howard 
hasn’t even scratched the surface with his post play.
On the spot: Coming in from two straight lottery 
seasons in New Jersey, Vince Carter should be rejuve-
nated, playing at home and for a contender.
Prediction: No Finals this time around for Stan Van 
Gundy. 

PLAYOFF LOCKS
ATLANTA HAWKS
Last season: 47-35; lost to Cavaliers in second 
round.
The outlook: Still on the rise, but they lack the star 
power of the East’s top three clubs to do any real 
damage.
On the spot: Joe Johnson, a free agent in July, has 
yet to take over playoff games against quality foes. 
Prediction: Until they get a true superstar, they’re 
only going so far in the postseason.
WASHINGTON WIZARDS
Last season: 19-63; lottery.
The outlook: With Gilbert Arenas back from his 
latest knee surgery and a deeper bench, it looks 
like a big year in Washington.
On the spot: The Wizards will score under new 
coach Flip Saunders, but can he get them to play 
defense?
Prediction: A major turnaround, but a brief playoff 
run.

PLAYOFF WANNABES
MIAMI HEAT
Last season: 43-39; lost to the Hawks in the fi rst 
round.
The outlook: Word has it team president Pat Riley is 
itching to leave, while Dwyane Wade’s future in Miami 
might not be better than 50-50.
On the spot: Second-year forward Michael Beasley 
needs to get his personal life under control before he 
can make it big.

round.

round.

comes to a close.

CHARLOTTE BOBCATS 
Last season: 35-47; lottery.

Sale’’ sign down.
On the spot: 

gig.

MILWAUKEE BUCKS
Last season: 34-48; lottery.
The outlook: Depends on whether Michael Redd and 
Andrew Bogut, who combined to play only 69 games 
last season, can play a full season.
On the spot: Rookie PG Brandon Jennings plays with  
swagger and might be the fastest player in the league 
with the ball in his hands.
Prediction: Scott Skiles and Jennings will have their 

KNICKS
Last season: 32-50; lottery.
The outlook: Depends on whether LeBron James be-
comes a Knick next July.
On the spot: Mike D’Antoni has to show that he can 
coach defense.
Prediction: LeBron stays in Cleveland and Donnie 
Walsh goes to Plan B, whatever that is.

Or is it Orlando? Or maybe it’s Boston. One thing 
seems certain about the Eastern Conference this sea-
son: One of the last three conference champs will be 
getting back to the Finals.

“The top three teams all got more talented,’’ said Eddie 
Jordan, the Sixers’ new coach. “They’re all looking to win a 
championship.’’

As good as the Cavaliers, Celtics and Magic have been, 

LEBRON
JAMES
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