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Parents, staff, volunteers, and legislators, including NYS Senator Terry Gipson and 
Assemblymember Frank Skardatos, were on hand to express their support.  “We want to send 
the message out that these budget cuts are affecting our most vulnerable families,” said 
Sontheimer. 

 

Pawling resident Mary Ann Ashby’s 4-year-old daughter, Adonyia Robinson, was one of a dozen 
children who could no longer attend the Head Start Program in Wingdale when the cuts went 
into effect. Ashby said the loss was devastating.  “Adonyia cried and told me how much she 
missed her teachers and the other children,” she explained.  “She was learning a lot.  She was 
really being prepared to go to Kindergarten.” 

 

Unless a federal budget deal is reached, this year’s cuts will only grow worse next year as 
Sequestration mandates deeper and deeper across-the-board budget reductions. 

 

 

http://www.nynp.biz/index.php/nonprofit-events/16969-astor-highlights-sequestrations-cuts-to-
head-start- 


